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The PrINCIPLEs of MopERN 
ParRIOTS Expos d. 


HE Love of one's Country, Aﬀec- 
Wl 707 for our Conſtitution, . Fealouſy 
for Liberty, Dread of the Encou- 
ragements which Power may give 
Men to attempt againſt the Publick, 
4 and want of Knowledge as to the Pro- 
greſs of State-Affairs, are ſo ſtrong Motives to- 
wards liſtning to thoſe who claim all the Virtue in 
theſe Kingdoms, and declaim continually againſt the 
 Wickedneſs of Perſons in Office, and the Foulneſ5 of 
their De/igns, that I cannot help believing here are 
among thoſe, who oppole his Majeſty's Adminiſtration, 
many, who act from good, tho* miſguided, Princi- 
ples, and who have no View, but that of preſerving 
to themſelves and their Poſterity, the invaluable Ble/- 
ſings which we have enjoy'd ſince the late happy and 
glorious REVOLUTION, 
Wich Theſe, I am throughly perſuaded, the Friends 
of the Government have no Quarręl; they are not 
incensd, even by the Injuries they do them; they 
make them no Returns of Malice. On the con- 
trary, they are heartily concern'd to ſce ſuch Men 
among their Enemies, and feel a real Tenderneſs for 
them, even while they contemplate that Zeal and 
Eagerneſs with which theſe miſled PaTRIOTS take 
. Pains 


[4] 


Pains to wrong them. Inſtead of exerting Por 
to their Prejudice, inſtead of calling on the ſecular 
Arm to refute them; they deſire only to urge them, 

from Reaſon, Prudence, and a due Senſe of Religion, 
to return to their Seuſes and their Duty; nay, to 
their Intereſt. Neither does there require much 
Study and many Words, to ſhew how far beyond the 


Bounds of Patriotiſm the Chiefs of the Oppoſition 


have carried their Deſigus; ſince it may be proved 
to Demonſtration, that they have taught the Law-_ 
fulneſs, and held forth the Expediency, of ſubvert- 
ing, not the Conſtitution only, but the Laws of Na- 
ture alſo; the fixed and unalterable Limits of Right © 
and Wrong, as ſettled by the Dictates of Reaſon, 

as well as the Precepts of the Goſpel : So that we 


muſt reject all that hitherto the unanimous. Conſent 


of Mankind hath accounted ſacred, or we muſt give 


up theſe Chiefs and the Doctrines they teach. Nay, 


we muſt henceforth deteſt them as the Enemies of 
their Country, and as Foes to Mankind, But let me 
not learn of them to Declaim inſtead of Proving. 
The Charge I bring againſt the Leaders of the 
Malecontents, is; endeavouring to ſtir up the People 
in general to tear the honourable Perſon, they hate, in 
pieces; or to inſtigate ſome gloomy half-diftratted 
reich to murder him out of the way. Theſe un- 


happy Men have employ'd their Tongues and their 
Pens, their Intereſts and Eflates, to no Purpoſe 3 


and now, envenom'd with old Prejudices, galled with 
freſh Diſappointments, and goaded with uncomforta- 
ble Thoughts: of what may hereafter befall them, 
they have Recourſe to the laſt Expedient of Harden d 
Villains; and, fince they can neither Overturn nor 
Betray, they labour, with incredible Diligence, to 
effect an ASSASSINATION. © 


If the open Declarations in Fogg, that the putting 
a Minifter, with whom the People were diſpleaſed, to 


Death, without Form of Law, and even in the moſt 
. barbarous 


151 
zarbarous and cruel manner imaginable, was a righte- 
ous, laudable, and truly heroic Act, were all the 
Proofs L had to offer 3 if the poſitive Approbation of 
| tumultuous Applications to Parliament by the Head 
of the Malecontents, and his ſolemn Calling on the 
Mob to come by Thouſands, and by Ten Thouſands, 
to add Height to the Harangues of him and his 
Aſſciates, by queſtioning the Sentiments of Mem- 
bers as they went into the Houſe of Commons, and 
| threatning their Lives as they came out, were all the 
Fatts I could alledge in ſupport of this Accuſation; 
if the ſubſequent VHlints of that Arch-Patriot, in 
his Declamations, and his warm Diſcourſes on the 
Expedience of public Vengeance 3 his Aſſertions 
that the Conſtitution is in the higheſt Danger under 
his MAJEST Y's Government, and his frequent 
Citations of bloody Caraftrophe's of political Diſputes, 
ſwell'd and exaggerated with the moſt. Horrid and 
ſhocking Epithets, deliver'd too with an Air of 
 Franſport at the very Thoughts of ſhedding Blood 
If zhefe, I ſay, were the utmolt Streteb of Evidence 
I could produce; yet theſe would be ſufficient to 
induce an honeſt impartial Briton to doubt the Pre- 
tences of this Party to the Love of Liberty and public 
Spirit; theſe would give him juſt Cauſe to ſuſpect, 
that private Intereſt and rancorous Malice ſuggeſted 
ſuch cruel Inclinations, and ſuch brutal Threats; and 
even theſe would appear much fronger Proofs of 
the Malecontents want of Patriotiſm, than they have 
ever produc'd againſt thoſe they accuſe. of Male- 
Adminiſtration. But theſe, horrid and glaring as 
they are, fall far ſhort of the plain and poſitive Teſti- 
monies which I ſhall go on to alledge. | 


The Project of frightning an honourable Perſon 
from the Helm; or, if that were not to be done, of 
diſpatching him, as it has long been in Agitation 
among Thoſe, who, with the worſt Title in the World 
to fo glorious an Appellation, aſſume the Style of 
> : Patriots. 
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Patriots : It cannot be amiſs to open this Matter 
more fully to the Pablick, and to take Notice of 
certain Conſequences flowing from theſe Conſulta- 


tions among the Malecontents, There is no body, 
who has at all attended to the political Alterations of 
late Nears, but muſt remember, that we have often 
had Rumours ſpread of great Diſcoveries made, 


vaſt Deſign , a in hand, and prodigious Blows on the 


Point of ing ftruck by the wiſe and intrepid Chiefs 
of the Oppoſition. It was, after a good deal of Hi. 


ſing of this ſort, and after ſome private Letters of a 
Damnable Thing i in the Preſs, which, without queſ- 


tion, would demoliſh the Adminiſtration, that the 


Pamphlet, entitled, 4 Short Hiſtory of PRIME 


MinisTERs, was ſent forth : The Scope of which 


was to inform the good People of England of certain 
political Monſters, which had formerly diſturbed this 


Nation, and had as natural an Inclination to ſubvert 


the Liberties, and to ſwallow the Properties of their 
Countrymen, as Foxes and wild Cats have to devour 


their Poultry; for which Reaſon their Anceſtors had, 


without Ceremony, taken any Opportunity they could 
find to knock them 0th" Head. And, by way of 
Memento, that the People might never be at a Lofs, 
or one of theſe Yermin eſcape for want of knowing 
what Death to put him o, a Table was added at 


the End, of the various Methods hitherto in uſe for 
diſpatching Prime Miniſters : Upon the coming out 
of which Piece, the Craftſman not only recom- 
mended it in a very diftinguiſhing Manner; but alſo 


aſſured us, ſuch a Monſter made dreadful Havack 
among us at preſent; and called upon all zealous 


Patriots to concur in hunting HIM. But the main 
Point in view, was to intimidate the Man they 
could not reach; and ſo, to give him room to come 
in and accept their Grace, the Party wwhiſper*d it 


every-where, that Sir R----- had Thoughts of Re- 
i gung. Which puts me in mind of che Fable of 


the 
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the Beaver, who, when bard preſ#d, tis ſaid, ſaves 


its Life, by biting off the precious Things tis purſued 


for; which exactly correſponded with the Intima- 
tions given at that Juncture to the M----- that tho? 

a Vow had been made to effect his utter Deſtruc- 
tion, yet that might be {till prevented (if their 
Words might be taken) by giving up his Places. This 


Potion did not work near ſo ſtrongly as they expected. 


In order to revive the ſame Run of Thoughts among 
the People, the Declaimers againſt the Exciſe-Bili 


ran out upon the Expediency of cutting off Projec- 


tors, of deſtroying the Enemies of the People, and 
of the Neceſſity of wholeſome Severities for keeping 
the Government in Order. Theſe Diſcourſes they fake 
ficiently inculcated, before they proceeded to Acts; 
Ads, which will be everlaſtingly remember d, to the 
Glory of the preſent Race of Patriots, as having a 
remarkable Suitableneſs to their own Declarations, 
and an evident Tendency to the publick Good. Full 
of theſe generous Sentiments, they expreſs'd their 
| Regard to the Liberty of the Preſ5, by burning Cou- 
rants and London-Fournals, 1. e, Papers written 


againſt them. They diſplay'd their Zeal for the 


Laws of the Land and the Safety of the Subject, 


by burning in Effigy an honourable Perſon, becauſe 


ſc 
they were againſt him; and they diſcover'd their 
| Logalty and Attachment to the Houſe of Hanover, 


by reviling his Majeſty and his Family, becauſe they 


did not do what theſe Men would have had them. 


Having perpetrated all zbis with Impunity, they 
_ faw, with Shame and Amaze, that the very Mob, 
- unheated by Perſecution, were returning to their 


Senſes, and were ſorry for what had paſi'd ;, to pre- 


vent which, Crowds of Coffee-Houſe Orators have 
been poſted in proper Places, to keep alive the Spirit 


of Diſalfection; and large Sums of Money, under 
colour of ſupporting B---w---T# and B. R, have 
been ſpent Ones more, to blow up the Flame. 


| How 


(87 


How well this Money has been laid ont, appeart 


from the Triumph of the Faction on the Lord-May- 
ors Day; when the Rabble, with a true Malecon- 
tent Spirit, endeavour d to murder the Prime Ma- 
giſtrate of the City, and thereby rejoiced the Souls 
of the diſcontented, who were under the moſt me- 
lancholy Apprehenſions on the Proſpect of Peace 
abroad, and Quiet at home; that calm and drowſy 
Situation, which they, above all Things, abbor ; 
that ſleepy Tranguillity, which furniſhes no Matter 
for P. . . ys Speeches, and allows no Room for St. 
7 55 . 8 | f | 
But, if the Spirit of the London Mob delighted 
the Arlington- Street Aſſociates, they were not a little 
vexed that it was not better directed; and therefore, 


to prevent the officious Aſaſſins from ſpending their 


Rage again on a wrong Perſon, they publiſhed the 
very * Saturday following an ample Manifeſto in the 


Craft/man, both to direct their Aim, and to juſtify 


their De/ign ; that is, as far as ſuch a Deſign could 
be juſtiſied, or as they juſtify any thing, by crowd- 
ing together a multitude of heavy Accuſations againſt 
the Miniſter, without Proof, or Pretence to Proof; 
and then concluding with as much Boldneſs on the 
Authority of thoſe Fafts, as if they had been /up- 


ported by a Crowd of ſubſtantial Witneſſes : For 


ſuch is the Candour, Equity, and Humanity of 
the Craftſman on all Occaſions. : 
The Cover, under which this virulent Incentive 


to Murder was conveyed, was ſuperſcribed RUFI- 


NUS, and pretended to be nothing more than a 
genuine Account of the Riſe, Crimes, and miſerable 
End of that deteſtable Traytor. But I ſhall demon- 
flrate to my Readers, that this neither was, nor 
poſſibly could be, the real End and Purport of that 
Paper : I ſhall next ſhew what was the ſecret Intent 


* Croft/man, Nov. 3» 1734. 


of 


11 
of thoſe who publiſhed it. I ſhall afterwards ex- 
amine the Conſequences of ſuch Doctrines as that 
Craftſman abounds with. Fourthly, I ſhall confirm 
what I ſay by ſeveral [ſtances from Hiſtory ; and 
laſtly, I ſhall endeavour to paint, in their proper 
Colours, thoſe reſtle/5, bloody, and unchriſtian Lead- 
ers of Sedition, who have framed and digeſted this 
unnatural Scheme, and wait only to find out proper 
Tools, in order to put it in Execution.  _ 
In order to prove that the Hiſtory of Rufinus, as 
given in the Crafr/man, could not be intended to 
convey any kind of Inſtruction to the Reader, from 
the Conſideration of Matters of Fact, according as 
they really fell aut to that deteſtable Miniſter, and 
according to the pretended Intention of the Author, 
who would have us believe, that he wrote to give 
Minifters Warning, and to ſet up Rufinus as a Scare- 
crow to fright them from Pride, Covetouſneſ5, and 
other Vices incident to Men, in ſuch Stations; it 
will be neceſſary to examine how far the Account, 
here given, correſponds with Tyuth; for no Mriter, 
who intends to inſtruct by Example, in Politics eſpe- 
cially, will ever offer Falſities to the Eye of the Per- 
uſer, becauſe his being detected therein would marr 
his De/ign, and ftrip him of all Authority. If there- 
fore II can, prove the Author of the Craftſman makes 
#/e of Rufinus's Name, and a few Circumſtances in 
his Story, only to gloſs over Facts of quite another 
Nature, and to give an Air of True Hiftory to a 
Tale of his own making, I ſnall think that I have 
fully proved my firſt Article, that the Example of 
Ku ſinus is not what this Mriter in Fact deſigned his 
Readers ſhould fix their Eyes upon. bs 
That Rufinus was Favourite to Theodofius, and 
afterwards Prime Miniſter to Arcadius his Son, is 
true; that he was a very bad Minifter, and commit- 
ted a multitude of Crimes in his Adminiſtration, till 
he was at laſt cut 7o pieces is true alſo: But on 
1 WES 4 the 
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10 
the ye? of the Story in the Craft/man does not con- 
tain one Syllable of Fact; that is, the Hiſtory or 
Example, on which he inſiſts ſo gravely, and recom- 
mends ſo ſtrenuouſiy, is of quite a different kind 


from that which it would have been, had Ruſinus's 
Villanies been. the true $ubje& of his Pen. Zoſi- 
mus, an Hiſtorian of good Reputation, and who 
lived in thoſe Times, hath left us a very full Account 
of Rufinus; and, in all likelihood, a very impar- 
tial one too, I make no Queſtion of the Authors 
peruling it, who drew up the Hiſtory in the Crafiſ. 


man; let us therefore compare them, and obſerve 


how judiciouſiy, and with how much Sincerity, the 
Abſiract in the Country Journal is drawn out. Zo- 
FG Mr 
_& RUFINUS, a Native of Gaul, was the moſt 
| conſiderable Perſon in his Reign (i. e. in Theodo- 
« fias's;) for in him the Emperor confided ſolely. 


* 


0 


« Timaſus and Promotus however were extreamly 


<« piqued thereat, and thought it hard for them to 
«© hold the ſecond Rank, conſidering the great Ha- 


«* zards they had run in preſerving the Empire. 


„ Rufinus, quite elate with the great Honours done 


„ him by his Maſter, let fall one Day an inſolent 


« Expreſſion in the Council againſt Promotus; who 
«© thereupon, in his Paſſion, gave him a Box on 


« the Ear. On this, away went Rufinus, with a 


loud Complaint, to Theodofius ; who, falling in- 
to à violent Paſſion, declared, that if the Ene- 


„mies of his Mini ſter did not reconcile themſelves 


&« to him, he would make them feel that he was 
their Emperor. Rufinus, who was ſenſible that 
ce his own exceſſive Ambition, and his high Rank, 


* render d him odious to all the World, determined 


«© to rid himſelf of Rivals; and therefore adviſed 
*« Theodoſius to ſend Promatus a good diſtance from 
* Court, under colour of an honourable Employ- 
neut. The Emperor comply'd z and, Ruf nus 
| 88 oC having 


* 


[1] 

ce having ſuborned Aſaſins for that Purpoſe, Pro- 
« Hotus was murder'd as he enter d Thrace. Such 
« was the unhappy Fate of this excellent Perſon, 
ce who had lived fo virtuouſly, and with ſo high 
% Reputation 3 unlucky only in this, that he did ſo 
great Services to his Country under ſo i impious and 
infamous a Government. Every honeſt Man in 
the Empire ſwelled with juſt Indignation againſt 
« the Author of ſo inhuman a Fa# : However, 
* Rufinus was advanced to the Conſulate, as if he 
ce had atchieved ſome commendable Action. Soon 
e after Tatianus, and Proculus his Son, fell under 
ea very unjuſt Perſecution, tho“ neither of them 
„ had done any thing to offend Rufinus, more 
than diſcharging their reſpective Offices (the one 
a being an Officer of great Authority in the Army, 
dhe other Governor of the City) with the utmoſt 
1 «* Integrity. In order to carry theſe deteſtable De- 
6 guns into Execution more eaſily, Tatianus was 
1 cc inſtantly removed from his Office, which was 
75 <« given to Rufinus himſelf ; and then an Accil ſa- 
77 „ tion was preferred againſt the old Man. Nufi- 
1 nus, on this occaſion, did not only prefide in the 
© Fudicatory, before which this Affair lay; but alſo 
* plainly directed every thing there, tho" other 
9 « Fudges ſat with him. Proculus in the mean 
„ time retired, to avoid falling into the Snare; 

3 but Rufinus, being apprehenſive of his revenging 
FE himſelf ons time or other, began to practiſe upon 
Ki e the Father by Flatteries and Oaths : - Nay, he 
Ih brought the Emperor to give the old Man vain 
Hopes, and thereby induced him to recall his 
Con. No ſooner was he come back, but he was 
* thrown into Priſon, and his Father ſent away. 
The Proceſs of Proculus was ſome time a dif- 
<« patching ; at laſt, Ruſinus and the other Judges 
** condemned him to ſuffer Death. But the Em- 
cc * perory as Joon as he heard it, order'd him a Par- 
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c don, which, by the Contrivance of Ru ſinus, he, 


e who carried it, kept ſo long, that Proculus was 
actually di/ſparched before it arrived” 


The Reaſons, why I have given this Paſſage at 


large, will appear hereafter, I ſhall now proceed 


to abridge very faithfully whatever I find in Zoſimus 
farther concerning Rufinus. On the Murder of Va- 
lentinian, Emperor of the Veſt, Theodofins found 


himſelf obliged to march into ſtah, and to hazard 
all Things, in order to ſubdue Eugenius, who had 
aſſumed the Soveraignty in thoſe Parts. At his 
Departure he declared his Son Arcadins Emperor, 
who being 100 young to govern, he left Rafinus in 
Poſſeſſion even of Imperial Authority. In [taly he 
vanquiſhed all his Enemies, declared his Son Hono- 


_ rigs Emperor there; and at his Deatb, which hap- 


Troops, his Tutor. | 
The Hiſtorian obſerves, that tho? Arcadius and 
Honorius had the Titles each of Emperor, one of 


pened ſoon after, appointed Stilicon, General of the 


the Eaſt, and the other of the ZYeſt ; yet, in Fact, 


neither of them had any Power, Rufinus and Stili- 


* 


and ſought to depreſs his Pozer. A Journey he 


con directing all Things at their Pleaſure : By their 


Favour every Poſt was obtained, and immenſe 


b flowed into their Coffers, by a multitude of 
different Canals. Inſpired by ſuch a Flow of good 
Fortune, Ruſiuus was ſo extravagant as to aim even 


at the Empire itſelf, by marrying his Daughter to 


Arcadius. How cloſely ſoever he conducted his 


Deſigas, yet they took Air; and the People, who 
bated him extremely, were ſtill more offended at 


this inſolent Scheme. Nay, there wanted not ſome, 


even in the Court itſelf, who detected his Arrogance, 


made to Antioch, on purpoſe to commit a moſt 


flagrant Murder, gave thoſe, who caballd againſt 


him in the Palace, an Opportunity of fruſtrating 


his Plot to make the Emperor a/ociate him after 
e 8 marrying 
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marrying his Daughter; for, during the Ab/ence of 
this per fidious Miniſter, they ſo wrought on the 
Mind of a young weak Prince, that they prevailed 
on, Arcadins to marry a young Lady of great Beauty 
before his Tutor's Return. "I" | 

_ Rufinus, finding this Paſſage to the Empire block- 


ed up, conceived an implacable Hate againſt thoſe 
who had promoted the Marriage; and at the ſame 


time that he ſaw the Crimes, which 'he had already 


committed, threaten'd him with Ruin, he reſolved 


to venture on greater to prevent it. In this execrable 


Work he ſoon found fit Engines to ſerve him: Men, 
| who ſtuck at nothing, no not at the abſolute Ruin 
of their Country. To one of theſe, viz. Antiochus, 
he gave the Government of Greece, with the Titls 


of Proconſul ; and to another, the Cuſtody of the 
famous Paſs of Thermopyle, by which alone the 
Province could not be entered. Things thus diſpo- 


ſed, he entered into ſecret Negotiations with Alaric 
the Goth, and engaged him to invade the Empire; 
hoping, in the mid 


of ſo great Confuſion as this, 
would ſtir up to Effect the Projects he had formed. 
Alaric very readily obeyed ſo welcome a Summons ; 


he marched towards Greece Antiochus and the 


other Captain performed very exactly the Parts Ru- 
finus had aſſigned them ; that is, they abandoned to 
the Goth the Province they ſhould have defended ; 


and, if Alaric had managed his Affairs prudently, 


without doubt he might have ſecured very noble 


Congueſis: But tho' he did not take ſuch Meaſures ; 


yet, by pillaging the Country, and taking many 


Towns, he raiſed a prodigious Clamor among the 
People, and ſtruck the /habitanrs of the whole 


Empire with terrible Conſternation. 3 
Stilicon, who, by Marriage, was nearly allied to 
the Imperial Family, who had lately made Honorius 
his Son-in-law, and who pretended, by Theodo/ius's 
dying Declaration, to be appointed Guardian to both 


9 
his Sons, was much moved at the Behaviour of Rus 
nus; — 91 penetrating bis miſchievous Contrivances, 
determin? d to cut him off before he had brought all 
his Schemes to bear, In order to this, he repreſented 
to his Pupil the grievous Diſtreſs of his Brother; and 
earneſtly preſs'd him, while all Things were in ſuch 
Confuſion in the Eaft, to ſpare a proper Detachment 
of his Troops, under ſome experienc'd Officer, to go 
and become a Guard to Arcadius, and a Succour to 

his Subjects. This Nee was very readily grant- 
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” * ed, and Silicon was left to direct the Execution 

1 thereof after what manner he pleas'd, which was all 

. he wanted. 

1  Gaina, a perſon on whom Stilicon could well de- 

3 pend, was the Officer choſen for this ſecret Commiſ/- 

ith Fion; and, having receiv'd his Inſtructions, he march- 

= A immediately to put them in Execution. As ſoon 

1 as he arrived with his Forces at a ſmall Diſtance 

1 from Conſtantinople, he went to pay his Court to the 1 
Enperor Arcadius, who, when he heard how kind- 4 
= ly his Brother provided for his Safety, expreſ'd 7 
iy much Joy, Gaina took Advantage of this Diſpo- 


fition of the Emperor, and intreated him to honour 
his Army with his Preſence. He repreſented it to 
him as a Cuſtom common in the Imperial Houſe , and 
which ſerv'd to encourage, and to gain the AffecC- 
tions of the Soldiers. Arcadius readily agreed to it, 
and R#finus, ſuſpecting nothing, accompanied his 
Maſter to the Review. The Army receiv'd the 
Emperor with loud Acclamations; and, as their Cuſ- 
tom was, took him in to the midſi of them, But, 
on a ſudden, when a private Signal was given by 
their Commander, they fell upon the wretched Rufi- 
uns, and cut him to pieces. Afterwards, they car- 
ricd about his mangled Limbs in Triumph, ſhouting 
and ſinging Songs of Victory, as if they had over- 
come ſome potent Enemy. This is Zoſimus's AC- 
count of this Tragedy; nor does che Deſcription 
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. 
| given of it by Claudian the Poet, who was an Ad- 
mirer of Stilicon, and who wrote a moſt outrageous 
Satire againſt Ruſinus, differ from it in any conſide- 
rable Degree. So that the Reader may, on good 
Grounds, receive this as a juſt Ab/zraf of Rufinus's 
true Hiſtory ; neither heighten'd out of Malice, nor 
varniſb d to ſerve a Turn, 
I am ready to allow Mr. Danvers, or, if that 
will pleaſe him better, Mr. Danvers's Correſpondent, 
that, if he had intended to have warned a powerful 
Miniſter of his Danger; it, inſtead of attending to 
the great Duties of his Poſt, he addicted himſelf 
wholly to the Cultivation of his private Intereſts, 
and endeavour'd to exalt himſelf, at the Expence of 
his Maſter 3 that he could not have pitched on any 
Paſſage in Hiſtory more à propos than this. But I 
 afert, at the ſame time, that he ought to have fared 
Things in a true Light; that he ought not to have 
poſtend ſome Things, heightend others, and added 
new Stories from his own fertile Invention. Rufi- 
nus's Crimes were too foul, to need exaggerating; 
and too extraordinary in their nature, to be run 
over indiſcriminately, and without regard to Time or 
Order; as they were abundantly too numerous, to 
want Forgeries, or even Suppoſitions, to help them 
out. He, who would have made this Miniſter an Ex- 
ample, ſhould have drawn his Character fairly. Had 
this been done, I ſhould never have charged ſo black 
a Deſign as an Aſſaſſination on the Craft/man : But 
when one finds nothing in the Hiſtory of Rufinus, 
which belongs to him, tis natural to enquire on what 
Account his Name is made uſe of, or to what End 
this unaccountable Fardel of pretended Quotation is 


thruſt forth into Day. 

_« RUFINUS (ſays our Oracle of the Malecon- 
F< ents) was a Native of Gaul; but ſo mean and 
+ obſcure, that none of the Hiſtorians have bom 
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« able to deduce his Pedigree; and we find little 
% Mention of him, till he procured a conſiderable 
«+ Employment under Theodoſius the Great. It is 


««\.probable, his firſt Office was much lower, and 


«(more ſuitable to his Extraction; but by what 
Ways and Means he was advanced into this Poſt, 
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<< they were too flagrant to be named. | 
that be, he at laſt became Prime Miniſter, and 


ſole Favourite 


„ His Perſon was tall and well-made 


_ <<; we. are not told with any Certainty. Perhaps, 


However 


his Ad- 


dreſs ſmooth and affable ;, his Converſation ſubtle 
and inſinuating, which fitted him wonderfully for 
the [ntrigues of a Court. But his Elevation quite 

turn'd his Head; and, inſtead of making a right 

Uſe of it, by conducting himſelf with Gratitude 
and Acknowledgment to the Perſons who rais'd him 
with Regard and Decency to his Superiors; he 
grew treacherous to the one, and inſolent to the 
others: He began to forget his old Friends, and 
talk loudly of his Services, and to flatter his Am- 


 bition and Avarice with unbounded Proſpects. 


In order to accompliſh his Defgns, he found it 
neceſſary to remove Men of as caps Worth 
e 


and Probity from Court : He en 


avour'd always 


to keep back ſuch Men from Preferment, and 


ductile Principles. 


to advance hoſe who were of more obſequious and 


«©. Men, above the Temptation of Money, who 
ſerved their Country and Prince without mean and 
ſordid Views, were the great Objects of his Rage. 
Tatianus and Proculus, Perſons of high Rank, 
and of conſiderable Families, were Eye-ſores to 
him: Their ju/# and impartial Behaviour, in their 
reſpective Stations, was a conſtant Reflection on 
his evil Adminiſtration. He therefore took Care 
to miſrepreſent them to the Emperor, and, by 


falſe Accuſations, as well as other perfi 


* 


dious Ar- 
6 7ifices, 


[ 17 ] = 


—_— | < rifices, accompliſh'd their Ruin, to the great Detri- 


bd 


„ e friment of the Publict; who, when deprived of 
| 2? them, loſt a Patriot in the one, and a General in 
the ober. "oh 

The Reader, by comparing this with the before- 
cited Paſſage from Zoſimus, will perceive, that in 
* theſe four Paragraphs, there are much about four 


| XZ Lines of Truth. He will be fatisfy'd alſo, that if 
the Riſe and Fall of Rufinus had been intended for 
that Day's Entertainment, the 4//afſination of Pro- 
motus, the Barbarity of making a Father cajole his 
Son to his Rain, and the infamous Murder of Pro- 
culus, would not have been forgot. He will need 
no farther Proof, that ſome other Thing was de- 
* Afſign'd under this Parabolic Narration; or, at Jeaſt, 
= if he ſees not what Miniſter the Author has been la- 
bouring to delineate, he will be convinced, that it 
was not Rufinus's Picture he drew, ſince he has ex- 
preſs'd none of his Features; tho', as we have ſhewn, 
they were both remarkable, and well enough known - 
He will weigh with himſelf alſo this farther Circum- 
ſtance, that Tatianus and Proculus are here made of 
different Families, tho', in Fact, they were Father 
and Son; and, if he pleaſes, he may endeavour to 
find out on what Account this Fal/ry is laid down, 
_ why Truth might not have ſerved the Turn as 
well. 5 „ "Rt 
At this rate our Retailer of Political Examples 
goes on; he aſcribes fifty Villanies to Rufinus, which 
I, on the ſtricteſt Reſearches, can find no Footſteps 
of; then tells us, that there was a great Party form'd 
againft him, conſiſting of intrepid Patriots, Men of 
amazing Virtue in ſuch an Age of Corruption; theſe 
daily gain'd Ground upon him: But, for all that, he- 
remain'd Premier Miniſter and Sole Favourite to 
Arcadius, as well as Theodofus (for this accurate 
Mriter takes no Notice of his being appointed Ca- 
rator or Guardian to Arcadins;) till, at laft, pro- 
vok d beyond Bounds at his League * 
ä e : 
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elſe. Let us next ſee what Light can be aft 


. * -4 
„ 5 


the Goth, the Multitude, who are, it ſeems, the 
dernier Reſort of deſpairing Patriots, took Heart 


of Grace, and moſt magnanimouſly became the 


Tools of the righteous Party before-mention'd, and 
tore Rufinus into a thouſand Pieces. I ſhall not pre- 
tend to controvert. this being a Political Leſſon, 
which ſome may make 2ſ ; but I can ſafely af- 
firm, the Author might as well have ſpared Rufinus's 


Name, as have toſſed it about on this Occaſion in 
the manner he has done. Rufinus was a Villain : 


True; but not ſuch a one as he has deſcrib'd. Ru- 


finus ruined the Empire; but not by the Means he 
ſuggeſts. Rufinus did horrid Murders, even on Perſons 
I 


great Diſlinction; but this Man ſays not a Word 


of him. Rufinus was murder'd; but not by the Peo- 


ple. He fell a Sacrifice, *tis true; but it was to 
Stilicon, and a Party he ſupported in Arcadiuss 
Court, who, for all we know, were little better than 


 Rufinus's Creatures, in reſpect of Morals. They 
_ defliroyed him : Yes, by Treachery and the Sword; 

but they did it from private Views, and neither ef- 
fedted, nor, for all I can find, ſo much as attempted 
4 Reformation. It is apparent, therefore, from what 


Has been ſaid, that the Hiſtory in the Craftſinan is 
not that of NRufinus; but is intended for ler up ; 
orded as 


to that Point. | Ao 
Among the many Hays which have been invented 
to convey Mens Deſigns and Inſtructions to each other, 
the Aol ou has been moſt frequently uſed in Politi- 
cal Affairs, as having in it ſomething peculiarly grand, 
and ſtriking. In the Scripture we have * Jotham's Pa- 
rable of the Trees, which was ſpoken to the Men of 
Schechem, to hinder their ſetting up the Tyrant Abime- 
lech. In the | Roman Hiſtory we read, that ane of Tar- 
quin's Sons, having inſinuated himſelf into the good 
Graces of the People of a neighbouring City, and 


V Judges N +. Kr. W. i. ah 
deſigning 


4 


pies, he lopped off 


[ 


+ 
deſigning to betray them, ſent a Meſſenger to his 
Father for Directions: The old Tyrant wrote no Let- 


ter; but, taking the Man into a Place full of Pop. 

the Heads of thoſe which were 

zalleft ; by which, when the Story was recounted to 
his Fon, the y0ung Villain knew he was to take of, 

by Fraud, the principal Perſons in the Place where 
he reſided And this Piece of Advice he according- 
ly purſued. * Modern Writers in Politics, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as have wrote againſt the Government 
they Jived under, have frequently had Recourſe to 
this Method of Communicating their Thoughts to avoid 
Danger; and, I dare ſay, none of my Readers can 


have ſo treacherous Memories, as not to call to mind 


more than one Inſtanee of this ſort in the Craft/- 
man. When therefore one meets with a Narration 
plainly repugnant to Truth, as I have proved this of 


Rufinus to be; it is reaſonable to /uſpef, that it is 


Kernel. 


pieces in the End on't. His Words are theſe : 
« He, i. e. Rufinus, was ſo conſcious of his own 
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cc 
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Guilt, that he apprehended every Thing from.a 
Party, which was now gaining Ground upon him 
every Day: A Party, which was not only ſuperior 


intended only for a Shell ; and that this is to be 
| broken and thrown away, before we come at the 
On this Ground I will examine ſuch Parts 
of this Tale, as have nothing to do with Rufinas ; 
and fee what Sex/e can fairly be made of them. 
The firſt Thing, that ſtrites my Eye in this extra- 
ordinary Hiſtory, is the Deſcription which the Au- 
thor gives us of a Party oppoſing the Evil Minifter 
he roaſts through his whole Paper, and pulls to 


to his own in Number, but much more confidera- 
ble in Eſeem; being compoſed of Men of the 


firſt Rank, the largeſt Properties, and the greateſt 


„ Abilities; whom no Motives could induce tame- 


Hit. of Fobn Bull, 


Higb- German Degor, 
C 2 


; &, 


ly 


20 
« lyto acquieſce under the Grievances and Calami- 
e fies of their Country; who could not, without Hor- 
« ror, reflect on the Conſequences of an exhauſted 
« T reaſury, and an endanger'd Conſtitution ; who 


K 


«©. preſerved the Principles of ant Honour and 


Loyalty, in the worſt of Times, e 
moſt deteſtable Miniſtry.” 


I preſume, this needs no Enplanotion: The eſta- 


n under his 


0 


bliſh' d Cuſtom Of Mr. Danvers. and his Aſſbciates,. 


never to afford any body a good Word but them- 


| felves, will not allow us to doubt for what Ser of 


Men this Character was drawn, Beſides, there are 


| ſome Strokes ſo very firong, that one cannot miſtake 


the Piece. A Party gaining Ground, without carry- 


ing one Point; a Party ſuperior in Number, and 


yet defeated in thoſe Diſputes wherein Superiority of 
Numbers alone prevails; a Party of great Men, 
rich Men, and wiſe Men, and yet unable to over- 
come a Handful of Scoundrels, Beggars and Block- 


heads, that have kept them under thele /even Years © 


This is ſuch a ſtrange paradoxical, unaccountable. 


Party, that, I am confident, no Man alive can 


take it for any other tan — our PARTY of 
MALECONTENTS. 


But this ſage Tranſcriber of Hiſtory has a moſt 
elegant Deſcription of the Senate, in the Days of 


| Rufinus ; as Zoſimus ſays not a Word of that Na- 


zure, it is but fair to look a little into his Account, 


and it is very poſſible we may give a ſhrewd Gwe/s 
from what Hand he borrowed 1 it, and to what End 
he produced it. 

„The SENATE, that is, the MAJORITY 
« of it, was become little better than a Collection 
c or. Aerably of Penſioners, Preferment- Hunters, 


| «  Boy- Politicians, and Coanrt-Slaves ; who, being 


40 


diveſted of their original Sengtorian Aulboriiy, 
had loſt all Senſe of Juſtice, all Freedom of Voting, 
5 all chat Force of * and Spirit of Liberty 


£6 which 


4 


eq 


1211 
& which animated the old Romans, and made them 
de the Terror of arbitrary Power No Pro- 
<& ceedings were too violent; no Decrees too unjuſt; 
« no Reſolutions too abſurd; no Actious, no Ma- 
« agements too profiigate for them, when they were 
« executing the Commands of their great Lord and 
« Maſter Rufinus.” 1925 i e 22 
This is ſtrange Language, eſpecially if we con- 
ſider it naked and devoid of any Support from Hi. 
tory; *tis Language a Greek Mriter could not uſe; 
tis ſtuffed with Terms, which demonſtrate that it 
relates to lower Times, to lower Times did I fay, 
to our Age and Nation ; it is the ſame Language ex- 
actly that was given to the laſt PARLIAMENT, 
in the Funeral Oration thereon written, and pul- 
liſhed by our - Patriots : Tis that Language, in 
which they continually zalk of the great Council of 
the Nation; tis that Language, which is everlaſt- 
ingly in the Month of the Arch-Patriot; and, in 
fine; tis Language that any but themſelves would 
: have bluſhed to put into riting. But tis their 
Boaſt and Glory, at leaſt 'tis ſo of their Chief, to 
have introduced Billing/gate in the room of Argu- 
ment, and to betray, nay to forge, private Conver- 
ſation, in order to ſerve a Turn. Happy Atchieve- 
But *tis time to come to that Cataſtrophe our ſa- 
gacious Author has thought fit to give us of his po- 
 litical Novel. This Party, this numerous and pow- 
erful Party, being able to do juſt nothing againſt 
KRufinus and his Senate of Hirelings, at laſt it came 
to paſs, that Rufinus made a Treaty with Alaric the 
Goth ; the learned Writer tells us nothing of its Na- 
ture, but immediately, as is the Cuſtom of theſe 
Gentlemen, on the very Mention of a Treaty, runs 
out into a furious Declamation, firſt againſt Rufinus, 
and then againſt all Trea/y-makers in general. Theſo 


* 
22 
* 
bd 
BY 
I 
7 
9 
3 
7 5 
BY >: 
' Feat 
x4 
be 
* 
A ! 74 
o 
49h 
* 
9 
* 
7 
i 
8 
$ bo, 
: 
4 K 
BA 
a 
& 
7 Ve 
7 
3 Us 
4 — 
I 
- B84 
4 
* 
+ tought 
8 2 £ 
3 
7 * 
9 
Wes... 


« But 


. — = 
3 


_ 


[ 22 
gut this Behaviour only rouſed the Indignation 
of his Oppoſers, the Defenders of publick Liber- 


1% 


<« 7y; and gave, with good Reaſon, the greateſt 


. Offence to thoſe who had any Regard to the common 


« Safety ; for what deplorable Circumſtances muſt 
& a Nation be in, when its chief Miniſtry fly to 


% Foreigners on every Approach of Danger, and 


> 


6 
c 


barter away the Conſtitution of their C ountry for 
their own perſonal Safety 2” 

In order to underſtand this Paregraph perfectly, 
it may not be amiſs to put the Readers in mind, 
that, at this time, there was ſome Advices from 
abroad of a Treaty between Great-Britain and ſome 


of the Northern Crowns, about proper Meaſures to 


be taken for reſtoring and ſettling effectually the 


Peace of Europe, and a proper Ballance of Power. 
| Bur to return to our Hiſtorian 


When theſe Oppoſers of a wicked Miniſter, theſe 
Defenders of publick Liberty, were ſo highly and 
ſo juſtly provoked, one would have imagined that 


they ſhould have accuſed this Miſcreant. I preſume, 
there were Laus in thoſe Dine by which ſuch an 
_ over-grown Sinner might have been put to Death; 
and it is not eaſy to conceive, why they could not 
have been executed, when this ſame Party was ſu- 
| perior in Numbers, Riches, and Authority; and 

even Rufinus's miniſterial Slaves defended him with 


leſs Zeal and Alacrity than uſual. But, according 


to our ingenious Writers Account, did they accuſe 
him legally, and bring him to an open Trial? No: 
They ſet the Mob upon him, which they might 


have done, had he been ever ſo innocent; and thoſe 


reaſonable and equitable Jags made an End of the 
Affair in an Iuſtant. 


„ The Meaſure of his hai wity (fays our Fg 


ee da) Lecturer in the Conclufim X his Sermon) was 


« now full. This laſt treacherous Step incenſed the 
"y * againſt him beyond all Bounds.. IT wy 
| mY cou 


[ 23 ] 
de could not contain themſelves any longer; but re- 
„ ſolved to deliver, and revenge themſelves on ſuch 
&« a Monſter ; which they did, by tearing him into 
«Ga thouſand pieces. Thus fell the infamous Ru fi- 
C zus a Sactifice to popular Rage; and, tho? his 
©. Death was violent, yet was it NATURAL.” 
1 muſt repeat it, That all this has nothing to do 
= with the true Story of Rufinus, but is all pure In- 
vention; a mere typical Repreſentation of a wiſhed. 
for Fact, a Declaration in Favour of tumultuous 
Fudgments, and a fludied Defence of an utter Sub- 
ver ſion of all Governments curſed with a giddy Po- 
pulace and a blood-thirſty Gang of Pſeudo-Pairiots, 
ready to excite the moſt barbarous Villanies, and to 
gloſs over the moſt execrable of all Murders. To 
what end this fictitious Tale was thrown out, the 
impartial Peruſer may perceive from the following 
Obſervation; with which this human and virtuous 
ar AER _m_N.T 
III have already made ſome Apology for ſending 
«© you this little Piece of Hiſtory; and ſhall con- 
e clude with obſerving, that although it does not 
„appear exactly parallel in every Circumſtance to 
the Character of any one Man now living; yet, if 
your Readers will give themſelves the Trouble 
to look round, it is not impoſſible that they may, 
fſame- here or other, find a PERSON in POW- 
ER, who bears a near Reſemblance to it in many 
* Particulars.” VVV 
It is impoſſible to peruſe this pithy Application, 
without obſerving the Difference between the Pro- 
logue and Epilogue to this incomparable Piece. In 
the beginning, while he is /peaking of the Slipperineſs 
of high Poſts, the Author would have us believe, 
he is talking to ſome Miniſter for his Good; but, at 
the Cloſe, when he has deſcribed a moſt horrid Mar- 
der, which he drew reeking hot too out of his own 
cruel Imagination, he never thinks of calling the 
A Miniſter 
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Miniſter to gaze on the mangled Rifius, that 


from thence hejmay learn to dread Mobs, as, had he 
purſued his on Plan, he ought to have done But, 


on the contrary, his Readers, i. e. the Mob them- 
elves, are ſummon' d,; and that they may not loſe 
their Time, by not knowing what to make of his 


Paper, he points out to them a PERSON in POW- 


ER, on whom to praZiſe one of thoſe extrajudi- 
cial Puniſhments, which, tho* VIOLENT), 6 for 
all that not UNNATURAL. : And this the Man 


himſelf declares to be the End of his Paper. © 


_ © Had 1 not been afraid of treſpaſſing too much on 
the Reader's Patience, I could have eaſily decypher a 
other Circumſtances in the Letter, which evidently 
point at preſent Times; ſuch as dropping the Rela- 
tion between Tatianus and Protulus, and omitting 
the cruel Murder perpetrated on the latter, merely 
to give an Air of Likeneſs to the Caſes of o Noble 
Lords lately turned out; one of whom the Crafr/- 
man, ſince his Diſgrace, affirms to be a Patriot, 
and the other, all the World own to be a General. 
The Violation of Magna Charta, and the Short 


Hiſtory of Eccleftaſtical Affairs, are broad Hints; 
and, in a word, could the Mob be brought to turn 


the Malecontents Executioners, even their Atheiftical 


Attorney might, from theſe ' Materials, draw 4 


Manifeſto to colour it twice 4s much to the Pur- 
poſe as his logical Letters on the Iudependency of 


Parliament; or, he muſt be a very dull Rogue in- 


deed. 


It is certainly owing to the Virtue and Under- 
fanding of the preſent Age, two very feeble Sup- 


Forts, if the common Cry of the Malecontents can 
gain Belief, that ſuch Di/courſes as theſe do no Miſ- 


chief. If there be any hair-brain'd Embufiaſts, any 


<prong-headed Suitors for Places, or balf-diflraffed 


and half- tarv'd Jacobites in the Kingdom; how dan- 


Serous are ſuch Ehays as 7he/e? Or, what Man is 


ſafe, 


1 "BY 


1 
">. FS 
W x. 


total Subverſion: For, if private Men take upon 


[25 


| faſt; if it be Jawful openly to perſuade his Murder? 
What a new, what a horrid Practice is this in a 
Weekly Paper; or, what Security can we have that 


theſe Saturday-Proclamations ſhall not be follow'd 
by formal Proſcriptions ? Our Countrymen may be, 


ſome of them, diftemper'd in Mind, as well as the 


People of other Nations ; and come to think little 
of Stabbing in the Dark, or, of ſpilling Blood like 
Water ? Nay, ſuppoſe them incapable of ſuch a 


Villany, cannot B---/---dn bring one over when he 
next goes Abroad? or, need we doubt the good Will 


of a Party, who never ſpeak of any thing with that 


Pleaſure, as of Bloodſbed? For what do we dread 
the Papiſts ? for what do the Papifts themſelves dread 


the Feſuits ? Surely, for teaching ſuch Antichriſtian, 


ſuch diabolical Doctrines as theſe, Shall the Pretence 
of Patriotiſm, then, ſanctify the Dregs of Popery 
| nay, the Texets which all honeft Papiſts declare they 
{7 abbor? Shall we apprehend all Things from a Mini- 
> #firy, who avow their hearty Attachments to the Con- 
= Ffiitution in Church and State; and ſhall we fear no- 


thing from Malecontents, who ſpare no Pains to 


_ throw us all into Blood and Confuſion ? But, per- 


haps, theſe may be call'd the Dreams of a timorous 
Mind, and the too hafty Conclufion of a Dependant 
on the Adminiſtration. Let Inſiances, then, ſpeak ; 


let us hear Fafts ; a fort of Evidence, which, even the 
Craftſmen allow, cannot lie By theſe I am content 
to have the Controverſy determin'd. 


y 
* 


In alledging Proofs on this Head, I muſt entreat 
the Reader to advert to the Single Point to which they 


are produced, (viz.) That the Mob in general, or 
ſome wrong-beaded Enthuſiaſt, may eaſily be drawn 
in to commit a Murder on any Perſon pointed out 


to be Murdered ; which, if true, and ſuch pointin 
ont and encouraging be not reſtrained, it will fol- 
low, that the State wherein this happens will ſuffer a 


them 
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1.0 them to execute ts higheſt Puniſhments, according to 
. the Dictates of their Will, this will unavoidably in- 
mA troduce Anarchy, or Mr. Hobbes's State of Nature, 


the moſt deplorable State Mankind can be in on this 
fide of Hell. I muſt further deſire the Peruſer to con- 
ſider, that if Light and Lawful Declarations of Grie- 
vances have ever produced ſuch Effects, it is clear 
Evidence in favour of the Doctrine I maintain, tho? 
it be no Bar to the making ſuch Declarations ; for tho? 
the Abuſe of them may occaſion open Seditions or 
private Murders, yet this is no Argument againſt 5 
the U /e of them, which 1 18 * RAT to the | 9 


; Public. 1 
. In the Month of June, 4 Car. 1. 1628, the —_ 
We Thouſe of Commons then ſitting deliberated on the 
i unba ppy State of publick Affairs, the Cauſes of that 'B 
bl 'unbappy State, and the Remedy which might be ap- of 
li plied. In theſe Debates, ſome zealous Patriots named " 
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the Dake of Buckingham as the Grievance of Griese. 
wances, the great and ſole Cauſe of all the Evils under 


| which the Nation groaned:; Whereupon it was mo- 
1 ved, that a REM ONSTR AN CE ſhould be 
1 . up and preſented to the King; wherein, after 
* 2 Detail of the preſent miſerable State of Things, the 
WW Duke ſhould be peremptorily named as the Source and 


Origin of all, and that an humble Suggeſtion ſhould 
follow of the Expediency of Ray oy Grace from 
that exorbitant Power which he then held as well at 
Land as at Sea, This Point of naming the Duke was 
oppoſed by ſeveral Patriots; and in many Particu- 
| lars his Conduct was defended by Gentlemen of great 
Reputation and unblemiſhed Iutegrity: At laſt, the 
Queſtion being put, it was, on the 2 hirteenth of June, : 
Ordered, That the exceſſive Power of the Duke of 
Buckingham is the Cauſe of Evils and Dangers 10 


the King and Kingdoms; and that this be added 10 
the Remonſtrance. 
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[ 27 ] 

_ + While ths REMONSTRANCE was 
under Conſideration of Parliament, ſome, who were 
deſirous of paſſing for warmer Patriots without Doors, 
cried out on the"Slowneſ5 of ſuch Proceedings, urged 
the People to take the Cauſe into their own Hands, 


andina ſummary Way deliver themſelves from all 
| Offenders, i. e. knock the Brains out of every Man 


they did not like. Purſuant to this Advice, on the 

18th of June, one Dr. Lamb, a Dependant on the 
Duke of Buckingham, coming through the City of 
London, was ſurrounded by the Rabble, who called 


him Devil, Witch, and the Duke's Conjurer; to 
_ eſcape which inſolent Treatment, and out of Terror 


of worſe Uſage, the poor Wretch took ſhelter in the 


 Windmil-Tavern at the lower end of the Old Jury. 


where he remained ſome ſmall time; but, the Mos 


threatning the Man of the Houſe, unleſs he would 
turn the Devil, as they ſtyled him, out, he at laſt our 
of Fear complied; and they, in their great Humanity, 
handled that unhappy Man ſo roughly, that he died 
that very Night of his Bruiſes and Wounds Nor 


could any of this barbarous and bloody Rabble who 
had ſo notoriouſly violated the Laws and Conftitu- 
tion of their Country, whereby no Man ought to be 


pu to Death, but by Verdict of his Peeers, ever be 

rought to Convition : So obſtinately did they lick 
to each other, or fo * negligent were thoſe who ought 
to have carried on the Proſecution. EM 


The Commons taking no Notice of thoſe hot and 


raſh Counſels, which ſome without Doors very loud- 


ly gave them, went on and perſected their R E- 
MONSTRANCE; in the beginning of which 


they paid very high Compliments to the King; thank- 


ed him, in terms of deep Reſpect, for his Clear and 
Satisfaftory Anſwer to the Petition of Right ; and 

+ Ruſoworth's Collection, Vol. I. p. 618. 
* oithect's Memorial, p. 17. || Raſpwvorths Col. Vol. I. p. 619 
pps ht. 203: : proteſts 


„„ 
proteſted their own unſhaken Loyalty and ſincete , 
fection to his Perſon. Then they went on to give a 
eneral Deſcription of the Low and Deplorable Con- 
| ion into which on a ſudden the Kingdom was re- 
duced; and afterwards enter d iuto a more large and 


; Point moſt worthy his Royal Conſideration, whether 
[4 it was Safe for his Majeſiy and the Kingdom to con- 
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of Buckingham, and to his Abuſes of his ſo great and 
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tinue the Duke in his great Offices, or in his Place of 
| Nearneſ5 and Council to his Sacred Perſon? Theſe 
Proceedings were reaſonable and legal, and, it is pro- 
bable, would have had a due Effect upon the King, if 
the People had kept as much within Bounds as their 
Kepreſentations did. | | ona 


- þ Bog Rs — 3 * 
Wr 


1 

i ly at raiſing a Civil War whereby to advantage 
1 themſelves, encouraged the Rabble to commit great 
4 iolences to diſturb the Public Peace, and to do all 
„ _ 7boſs Things, which they would have called Treaſon, 
We: and puniſhed as Treaſon in others: But, above all, 


Without Form of Law or Colour of Juſtice, was ſtrong- 


— — 53 „„ * 
. FFF ERA EDI; 2 < > 


i The PUKE hall die like Doctor Lamb. : 
i | Which was daily repeated by the People in the Streets 


cendiaries, who failed not to teach the Lawfulneſ5 of 


explicit Account of ſundry Particulars, expreſly im- 
puting theſe Evils to the too great Power of the Duke 


exorbitant Power; ſuggeſting in the Cloſe, that it was 


But the Eyemies of Peace, thoſe who aimed on- 


this new Doctrine of putting to Death publick Enemies 


ly inculcated and preach'd up. Proverbs and Rhimes 
are the beſt Maxims for the Mob; fo this human 
Precept was digeſted into a kind of VO in this 
Zet CHARLES and GEORGE do what they can, 


in a Triumphant Manner But in this they failed. 
However, the Lectures of the grauer Sort of theſe In- 


 * Ryſwartd's Colleftion, p. 61. 
| 8 f Deſtroping 


[29] 


Deſtroying Evil Miniſters, had its Effect, and exci- 


ed an obftinate malicious VILLAIN molt ba/ely to 


murder that unhappy Nobleman. The Ground theſe 


| Patrons of Aſſaſſination went on, was exactly the ſame 


that the Jeſuits inſiſted on againſt King Henry IV. 


of France, and which brought him, as it had done 
his Predeceſſor Henry III, to a violent and bloody 
End; and the Principles of all theſe ſeveral ſorts of 
barbarous Projefors being the ſame, the ſame Reaſons, 
which refute. the Popiſh Poſitions on his Head, will 


refute the reſt; and therefore need not be inſiſted 


The Fleet deſigned for the Relief of Rochelle lying 


at Portſmouth, the Duke of Buckingham, who was 


to Command it, went thither z and was there Strah- 
bed by the Hand of Lieut. Felton, who, far from de- 
| firing to let the Weight of this Murther fall on an 


innocent Mans Head (as it might very probably 


have done, if the ſame frantic Spirit which induced 

him to commit the Fact had not prompted him to own = 

it) on the firſt Enquiry took it on himſelf, was there- 

= ſeized, and ſent to London. On his coming to 
0 


u, there were many who flocked to /ce him, either 


to enquire into the Circumſtances of ſo ſtrange a Fat, 
or out of Curioſity to dive into the Motives of fo cruei 
and flagitious an Action. To thoſe who came he an- 


ſwered, that it was He indeed who killed the Duke of 


| Buckingham ; that he was ſorry for the doing of it; that 


he had long Jook'd upon the Duke as an Evil Iuftru- 
ment in the Commonwealth, and that he was convinced 


thereof by the Remonſtrance of Parliament; which 


Conſideration with the Inſinuations of the Evil One, 


he declared, were all the Motives which induced him 
to perpetrate that Fact. The ſame, in Subſtance, be 


repeated on his Examination at the Councii- Table; 
only he added, that he was provoked to this b 
Deed by the reading * SOME BOOKS, the 


Graft/men doubtleſs of thoſe Times, which maintained 


* Ruyſoworth's Collection, Vol. I. p. 638. 


— 


n r —z—— —u—— 


8 — < » 2 —_— — — 1 _ * 
4 4 — — 2 
* . * I - 
= — 3 ED 
5 =? * * - 


—— * 4a 1 
5 e ee 


n 
Xo Eng: IS; 


— 


n 


— — 2 
r r . — — 6 Tn 
8 * 


2-3 
EN 


—— —ju 
3 


po a ” — — — — — 
— ” * 2 8 © ** — _— * 1 =. _ — — 
— by : n A. — be a ” — K k - "T 3s. iS x. 2 \ - 
COFFEE MC TIER ISS CR en 7-4 c —— 
5 IS + — — „ * 5 * * * 9 >» * — > — 5 7 1 
. — . : 
— 


422 * 
— — 


1 
_ — — — 


— 
— 
— 


- — * 
= Row a on ebet- 29 — 2 => : — wo 
CY nr rms nag 


* — 
2 — — —U—ñ 


— 


— 
L os — 
2 8 ; . 


= — — — — . 
— 22 r 


— * — I - — 
— — ” 
B — x 1 
4 


IE 


+ — — —— IRE <6 
rr "oe. GOD 2 GH — 83 — 
— a ney ..... 
7771 LS = 
* ” - non 2 2 7 1323 24 


Primate of Scotland, fell under their heavy Diſpleaſure, 
for having had a great Hand in ſetling Epiſco pacy in 
that Kingdom. Him they proſcribed and attempted to 
ſhoot Him in the Streeis at Noon-Day, and hu 


and ſo new Schemes v were enter'd into to take off this 


[21 
it was lawfulto kill an Enemy to the Republick, Mr. 
Ruſbworth has preſerved another very remarkable 
Story oſ this Aſaſin: Felton having once received 
ſome Injury from a Gentleman, he wrote him pre 


ſently a Challenge, and in it incloſed a Piece of his 


little Finger, to convince the Man how little he valued 


his Perſon in compariſon with his Revenge. How 


happy 1s it for this Nation, that the Body of Patriots 


have not among them as yet a Felton, or a Ravillac, 
to execute their barbarous Purpoſes, 


This execrable Notion, that conferring the Name 


of a Publick Enemy laid him, on whom a private' 
Man conferr'd it, at the Mercy of that private Man, 
and of every other Man, ſo that he might be 28 
lawfully murder d as a mad Dog, was ſpread by ſome 
of the Puritans, call'd Teachers; and ſo became an 
Article of Faith amongſt the Cameronians, a viru- 


lent Sect of Enthuſiaſis in Scotland. Theſe People, 


conceiving themſelves the L OR D's SAINTS, 


from thence concluded, that a//who oppoſed them were 


Enemies to the Reprobates and devoted Sinners, whoſe 


Blood might be ſhed without Sin by the Elect. On 


theſe Principles, while they raved againſt Perſecution, 


they perſecuted with the utmoſt Fury, thoſe they could 


get into their Hands; the Goſpel of Peace was always 


in their Mouths ; but, notwithſtanding this, the S. ⁰] 
was often in their Hands. In a word, they ſpoke, as 
if their Thoughts were wholly taken up with Religion; 
and acted, as if Religion never once came into their 
T houghts.” Dr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of Sr. Andrews and 


Man, that did it, actually wounded the Biſhop 
Orkney, and yet went home unmoleſted. A 
Diſapointment ſerved only to irritate them the more, 


Enemy 


mp * 
- __ 


* 


1371 


Enemy of che Almighty, as they profanely called 


bim; reputing all /o, who were againſt them. Nei- 


ther were the Villains, concern'd in this black Buſineſs, 


low mean //retchesz but Gentlemen of Family, whoſe 
Brains were turned with Enthuſiaſm; and who were 
thereby diſpoſed to execute the moſt enormous Crimes, 
under the Name of Religion. But to come to the Fact. 
The Archbiſhop of St. Andrews had been attend- 


ing his Majeſty's Buſineſs at Edinburgh; from whence 
he went over into Fife in the Afternoon on the ſecond 
of May 1679: That Night he lodged at Captain 


Seaton 's, at a Village called Kennoway, which is the 


mid-way between Burntiſland and St. Andrews. 


About Midnight, as the People of the Town report, 


two Men, well mounted and armed, came thither to 
_ enquire if the Archbiſbop of St. Andrews was lodged at 
Captain Seaton's; and as ſoon as they were inform'd 


he was, they preſently rode out of the Town again. 
Next Morning, being the third of May, ſeveral Par - 
ties of Horſe-men were ſeen to traverſe the Road be- 

twixt Kennoway and St. Andrews ; but the Lord 
Primate, who was a Man of great natural Courage, 


and whom ſo many Deliverances, for almoſt twenty 
Fears, from the Hands of thoſe bloody Zealots, had 
now. brought to entire Confidence in God's Protection, 


took Coach about Nine of the Clock, having none, 
but his eldeſt Daughter with him, and three Ser- 
wants on Horſeback to attend him, one of whom he 


had ſent, before he was aſſaulted, to pay his Reſpects 
to a Perſon of Honour, by whoſe Houſe he paſſed on 


the Road : He advanced, in his Journey, with great 


Security, till he%arrived at a little Village called Ma- 
gus, two Miles Diſtance from St. Andrews, betwixt 
Eleven and Twelve of the Clock in the Forenoon; there. 
he firſt perceiv*d himſelf to be purſued by about eleven 
or twelve Men barefac'd, well mounted, with Piſtols 
cock'd in their Hands, and drawn-$words hanging in 


Strings from their Arms : As ſoon as he ſpied them, he 


* Salmon's Exam. of Barnet, p $42, 


- big 


* 


3 [ 32] 
> bid his Coachman drive as faft as his Hor/es could gal- 
% bl lop, but too late; for the Afafſins furiouſly purſued 
- him, and, in their Purſuit, ſpot at him ſeveral times 
1 in the Coach. The Coachman had certainly out- 
{HF driven them, if one Balfour of Kinloch, mounted 
on a very fleet Bay-Horſe, had not overtaken them, 
who rode up to the Poftilion, whom he wounded 
0 5 With his Sword in the Face, ſhot oe of his foremoſt 
ſi Coach-herſes, hamſtring'd the ozber, and ſtopp'd the 


Coach By that time this was done, the reſt of the 
Murderers came up, and one of them fired a Piece 
ſo near his Breaſt, that his Daughter wiped off the 
burning which fiuck to his Gown Then they called 
him Dag, Villain, Apoſtate, Perſecutor of the Godly, 
Betrayer of JESUS CHRIST and his Church, 
Ce. and bid him come out of the Coach to receive 
what he deſerved. tor his Wictedneſ. Upon this, 
his Daughter got out of the Coach, and fell on her 
Knees, begging her Father's Life; but they regard- 
ed neither her Prayers nor Tears, threw her down 
feveral times upon the Ground, trampled upon her, 
and wounded her; which her Father ſeeing, after 
much reproachful Language and many Threatnings, 
came out of the Coach, and with Calmneſs ſaid un- 
to them: Gentlemen, I know not that I ever injured J 
any of you ; or, if I did, I am ready to make you 
Reparation; and therefore I beſeech you to /pare 
my. Life, and I promiſe I will never pur/ue you for 
this Hiolence: And I pray you confrder before you + 
bring the Guilt of innocent Bload upon yourſelves. 
The Reverence of his Preſence, and his undaunted 
Courage in addreſſing himſelf fo reſolutely and grave- 
ly to them, ſurprized them, and made them ſtand 
a little while, as it were, unreſolved what to do; 
and one of them relenting, cry'd to the reſt, Spare 
theſe grey Hairs But their cruel Zeal overcoming 
their natural Pity, they replied, Ile muſt Die, lle 
muſt Die, and then again, calling him zraizerous 
Villain, Judas, Betrayer of the Intereſt of CHRIST, 
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tay, Now Judas js killed, E 
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' Enemy to God and his People, ſaid to him, Thou | 


ſhalt now receive the Reward of thy Apoſtacy and 
Enmity to the People of GOD. Then ſeeing them 
determined to'take away his Life, he begged a little 


while to pray, telling them he would pray for them ; 
but they ſcornfully told him, they cared not for his 
Prayers, being ſure that God would not hear fo haſe 


a Dog as he was: Then looking ſtedfaſty on one 


of the A/aſſins, whom he ſeemed to know, he kneeled 


down before him; and faid, Sir, you are a Gentleman, 


and I muſt beg my laſt Favour from jou; that fince 


you are reſolved I muſt die, you would have Pity on 


mj poor Child here, and ſpare her Life ; and for this, 
Sir, give me your Hand. Then ſtretching out his 
Hand towands the cruel Man, he received a Stroke 
with a Sword, which almoſt cut off that Hand he 
Held out; and the Villain, redoubling his Blow, gave 
the Archbiſbop a Wound upon his et Eye. This 
Stroke knocked him don; but getting upon his 
Knees again, he ſaid, Gentlemen, it is now enough, 

jou have done your Mor. Then holding up his 

Arms to Heaven as well as he could, he fervently 
ery'd out, Lord Jisv have mercy on my Soul, and 
receive my Spirit. While he was in this Poſture ot 
Devotion, they wounded him in many Places in the 


Body and Limbs, till, in a kind of Compoſure, he 
laid down his Zlead on his Arm, ſay ing, Cad for- 
| Theſe were his 


give you, and [ forgive you all. 
aft Words; after which they gave him no leſs than 


| fixteen Wounds in the Head, inſomuch that Pieces 


of his Skull and Brains were found ſome Days after 


on the Ground Yet, as they were going away, one 


fancied he heard him groan, on which they rurned 
back ; and, to make all ſure, ſtirr d about his Brains 
with the Points of their Swords: Then havin 


made the Servayts ſwear not to diſcover them, they, 
in Derifon, bid them take up their Prieſt, and, as 


_ theſe barbarous Murderers rid through the Village 


of Magus, Mr. Balfour, of Kinloch, was heard to 
Here 
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Here is a Spectacle for our Patriots / Here let 
them feaſt their Eyes / Here let them behold the Ef- 
fefts of ſuch Poſitions as they maintain Poſitions, ca- 
pable of deſtroying not only the Man they aimat, but 
of putting wicked Men on murdering any Man with 
whom they are ofended, if that Man is above them, 
and fo afford them a Prezence for alledging, that 
this is the only way of coming at him. Some of the 
Books, fraught with thoſe Opinions, which induced 
Felton to perpetrate the Death of the Dake of Bucks, 
had been publiſhed in the former Reign, viz. of 
James the Firſt; and on their Authority, Mr. Ber- 

tram, a Man of /eventy Years old, of a very fair 
' Reputation, and in good Circumſtances, thought him- 
elf at Liberty to put to Death Sir Jobs Tyndal on 
this Occaſion: Leonard Chamberlayne died inteſtate, 
5 having no Iſſue: His Niece therefore, who was af⸗ 
terwards married to Sir Gcorge Simeon, took out Let- 
rers of Adminiſtratiou, and pee ed herſelf of his E. 
feds : but John Bertram, having married Chamber- 
layne's Siſier, procured thoſe Letters of Adminiſira- 
tion to be repealed, and new ones to be granted to 
him in Right of his Wife Then he filed a Bi 
againſt the late Adminiſtration, to diſcover the 
Eſiate of the Inteſtate; and, on this Bill, it was 
decreed, that a Bond of one Harris, and all 
other Bonds, Debts, c. due to Chamberlayne , 
ſhould be /e over to Bertram; but, in penning this 
Decree, a Miſtake was made; for a Bond of 2001: of 
Harris, was directed to be 77 on'd ober; whereas 
the Proofs went, that Harris's Debi 5 toto was 
200 J. on ſeveral Specialties. Bertram having, got 
this 200 J. in Money from Sir G. Simeon, would 
needs have another 200 J. for the Bond; and for not | 
bringing in that Sum, Sir George was ; committed ; 
who, ſuggeſting the Miſtate in the Decree, It was 
referred to Sir 7ohn Tyndal, a Maſter in Chancery 
to examine the Decree and the Proofs, who reported 
aa and truly the Fatt as it ſtood 3 whereon the 
Court 
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Court order d the Plaintiff toſhew Cauſe by a Day why 
Simeon ſhould not be enlarg d, and Plaintiff Bertram 
diſmiſs' d; but before the Day, Bertram piſtol'd 
Sir John Tyndal for making the Report. Being ap- 
prehended for the Murder, and having Time to re: 
fle&t on what he had done, and to weigh the Mo- 
tives which had led him thereto, he chang d his 
Sentiments; and, on his Examination, acknowledg'd 
it was as foul a Murder as ever was done; under the 
Senſe of which, he, the next Day, hanged himſelf: 
And fo followed one moſt villanous Act by another- 
A fit Inſtance of what ſuch Principles produce, In 
the ſame manner, and from a Motive of a like ind, 
Mr. Cheeſly, a Scotiſh Gentleman of Fortune, mur- 
dered Sir George Lockhart, then Preſident of the 
Seſſion; a Gentleman of anblemiſh'd Character, and, 
as a Magiſtrate, commended and revered through 
the whole Kingdom. Sir George, in his Deciſion of 
| his Sur, had offended him, by adhering to Fuftice 3 
Cheeſly, who was a Fanatic, immediately fancy'd 
that he had a Right to deſiroy the Perſon he concei- 
ved to have injur'd him. This was no ſudden Guft 
of Paſſion, but a cool premeditated Reſolution to 
cut off an excellent Fudge, becauſe he had done 
what the Law, not only of Scotland, but of Na- 
ture and Equity required him to do, againſt a v 
bad Man, who cruelly injur'd and oppreſi d his own 
Family. In order to put in Execution this bloody, 
this infamous Act of Revenge, Cbeeſiy followed Sir 
George Lockhart to London; and, miſſing an Oppor- 
tunity there, follow'd him down again to Edin- 
| burgh ;, and, on a Sunday, as he came from Morn- 
ing Service on Foot, this Aſaſſin ſlipp'd in between 
his Servants, and ſhot him through the Back with a 
Brace of Balls; of which Wound he, in a ſoort 
time, expir' d. The Fa# happening at Noon-Day, 
the Villain was inſtantly ſeiz'd; and, as he deſerv'd; 
luffer'd firſt an ignominious Death, and was 0 
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1 III 9 his ſo long 5 

* S to op. Crawn.. I have allo ſhewn. the [niguity.and dane - 
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